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St. Mary’s Catholic School educates the whole child: 
 spiritually, intellectually, and physically. 

 

 

Happy New Year! 
There is surely a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.  

Proverbs 23:18 

There is no greater message from God: He is here, with us—and he is trustworthy.  

 

Given the turmoil of the past year, these words are difficult for some to accept. Quarantines, social distancing, illness of friends and loved ones, loss of employment, 

financial instability, political and social unrest, and the death of thousands as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic have caused much suffering. In the end, though, our 

lives are defined by the journey from shore to shore and the tumultuous storms we encounter along the way. The call of each Christian is to find just who travels with 

us inside of that boat.  

 

The coronavirus has forced many throughout the world to ponder our own death and the possible death of our loved ones. Anxiety is on the rise due to a multitude of 

factors, and yet Christ invites us to a radical relationship and an ever-reliant trust. The story of our lives is a lifelong endeavor into the school of trust—which requires 

faith. 

 

The challenge for all of us, in all walks of life, in all times and places, is to find God in the midst of chaos—to not only look for him but truly see his gaze directed 

towards us during the rise of the tide. The key ingredient to finding God is realizing that he is always reaching out to us. This realization should help calm the stormy 

seas and provides insight into the life of faith we are invited into at each moment.  

 

Each of the “synoptic” Gospels—Matthew 8:18-27, Mark 4:35-41, Luke 8:22-25—contains an account of Jesus calming the storm at sea. In each passage, Jesus 

enters the boat with his disciples and then falls asleep. Then the storm comes. The Greek word used for “storm” here can also  be translated as “earthquake,” and it is 

the same word used in several apocalyptic texts in the Bible. So this was a bad storm— in fact, it was life-threatening. 

 

Yet Jesus is sound asleep. Mark gives us the detail that Jesus is sleeping on a “cushion” in the boat (see Mark 4:38). The cushion is reserved for the captain, the man 

who steers the ship. When facing suffering and possible death, it can seem that God is asleep at the wheel, nowhere to be found. But our faith assures us that he is 

always with us in our “boats” during turbulent seas. God remains in control. 

 

Our challenge is to never overlook his presence and to always trust that he has us right where he wants us. When we ignore, deny, or reject God due to the storms we 

encounter in our lives, we are following in the spirit of the sin of Adam and Eve. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it, “Man, tempted by the devil, let his 

trust in his Creator die in his heart and, abusing his freedom, disobeyed God’s command. This is what man’s first sin consisted of. All subsequent sin would be 

disobedience toward God and lack of trust in his goodness” (CCC 397; emphasis added). Adam and Eve failed to trust God and his goodness. We begin to think that 

God has deserted us; we no longer see him present in the midst of our suffering.  

 

The temptation to despair is real. Jesus did not call his disciples’ faith “little” simply because they were afraid of the storm; he did so to challenge them to a deeper 

faith in him, a faith that trusts he is still at the helm of the ship when all seems lost. Love must rule the day rather than fear. Entering into the trust that love demands is 

a risk that we are all asked to take. 

 

This year, let us allow our vision to see Jesus’ presence with us on our journey. Let us enter the school of trust with a deeply rooted knowledge that he walks with us, 



Traveling Vocations Chalice 
St. Mary’s Cathedral and St. Mary’s School has begun a new tradition.  The school has been given a traveling Vo-
cations Chalice for families to take home and pray for vocations and the diocese’s current seminarians.  We are 
looking for families who are interested in taking the chalice home each week to take on this important mission.  

The chalice would be sent home on Fridays to be returned the following Friday morning. If you are interested in 
doing this for a week, please contact the front office to let us know!   

 

Catholic Schools Week 

This year, Catholic Schools Week will go from January 31 - February 6.  As always, we are 
planning meaningful activities for the kids to participate in to celebrate our school, and all 
Catholic schools.  Please be on the lookout in Schoolcast for more information about what 
we will be doing! 

 

End of 2nd Quarter 
Our second quarter will end on January 15.  Teachers will be working that afternoon (an early release) to finalize quarter 2 grades and 
report cards will be sent home on the following Friday, January 22.  That same Friday, teachers will host the second quarter awards as-
semblies in their classrooms, which will be livestreamed on Google Meet, Code word : mass for parents to login and watch.  If you are 
unable to login live, we will record the ceremony and send a link for you to watch!  A schedule will be sent out via schoolcast when it is 
finalized! 

Winter Testing 

Our next round of testing will begin on January 11 and continue through the 23rd.  MAP testing will take place the first 
week, and Star Reading & Math tests will begin on the 19th.  Please be sure to have your kiddos well rested and feed 
them a protein-packed breakfast!  This is a critical round of testing to determine how much the students have grown 
academically, and what areas we need to focus on in instruction.  Thank you for having your kids well rested and pre-
pared for this! 



 Reminder: Please Scan the QR Code Daily!! 

Remember: Scan the QR code or click the Daily Response form link on the St. Mary’s School 
website in the COVID policies page to pre-screen your child before 8:00 a.m.  All families 
must complete this process daily. 

Important Upcoming Dates 

St. Mary’s School COVID-19 Sick Policy 
If you keep your child home for an illness with any symptoms related to COVID, our policy is that your child remain 
at home until they are symptom/fever free for 72 hours.  With the holiday season upon us, many families are choosing 
to celebrate with people they are normally not around, increasing the risk for exposure.  In addition, we are coming 
into flu season as well.  Please remember that we can provide students with a distance learning option when they are 
absent for 3 or more days.  Be sure to fill out your QR code and indicate which symptoms your child is experiencing.  
We appreciate your cooperation with this policy, as it will reduce in-school exposures dramatically and pave the way 
to St. Mary’s staying open all year for in-person learning! 

Jan 4 Back to School 

Jan 4 Virtual Family Rosary 6:30 p.m. 

Jan 7 PTO Dress down for $1 

Jan 8 PTO Mr. Jim’s Pizza Night 

Jan 12 PTO meeting 6 p.m. - Zoom 

Jan 14 PTO meeting dress-down 

Jan 15 End of 2nd Quarter 

 Early Release - No lunch 

Jan 18 No School - Equality Day 

Jan 22 ProLife Day of Prayer 

Jan 28 Dress down - $1 Superhero  

 or Favorite animal day 

Jan 31 - Feb 6 Catholic Schools Week  

Feb 1 Virtual Family Rosary 6:30 p.m. 

Feb 4 PTO Bake Sale and Dress Down 



Christmas Program Fun! 



Fourth Grade 

Spotlight on Fourth Grade! 

Happy New Year from 4th Grade! This wonderful bunch of kind, intelligent students have impressed me so much 
with their love for learning, kindness towards others, and faith in God every day of this school year. Before 
Christmas break, our class was hard at work honing in on our long division skills, studying animal classifications in 
life science, writing descriptive pieces using vivid adjectives, and so much more! We learned about the meaning 
of the Advent season with our friends in 3rd grade by singing songs, reading daily scriptures, and lighting a new 
candle each week. We made sure to celebrate God's greatest gift by ending the year with a Birthday Party for 
Jesus! I am so incredibly proud of these kids and their perseverance and growth each day! We are looking for-
ward to seeing what blessings 2021 brings to our class, and all of the learning we will accomplish in the upcoming 
year!  

-Miss Palm 






